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You	don't	switch	away	from	your	PC	to	your	smartphone	to	reply	to	an	email	or	an	instant	message,	so	why	should	a	simple	SMS	message	be	any	different?	Thankfully,	if	you	have	an	Android	device,	you	can	continue	using	your	PC	(and	its	full-size	spacious	keyboard)	to	read	and	send	text	messages.	Our	choice	for	this	task:	MightyText.MightyText
Platform:	Android,	Web,	Chrome	Price:	Free	($4.99/month	Pro)	Download	PageFeaturesSyncs	SMS	and	MMS	on	Android	phone	and	WebStores	messages	up	to	6	months	for	free	(forever	for	Pro	users)Syncs	contacts	from	phoneSyncs	photos	and	videos	from	your	phone's	gallery,	with	editing	and	filtersAdd	media	from	preloaded	gallery	of	popular
GIFs,	videos,	memes,	emojis	and	quotesFavorite	textsDefault	list	view,	grid-based	power	view	for	multiple	conversationsBattery	indicatorNotifications	for	incoming	callsDial	a	number	from	the	web	(needs	phone	to	talk)Ring	your	phone	to	find	itChrome	extension	to	send	messages	from	Gmail	and	Facebook	chat	windowsSchedule	text	messages	to
send	later	(pro	only)Save	message	templates	(pro	only)Create	contact	lists	for	easy	group	messages	(pro	only)Send	messages	to	25	people	at	a	time	(pro	only)Add	signatures	(pro	only)Block	certain	numbers	from	syncing	with	MightyText	(pro	only)11	additional	themes	(pro	only)Where	It	Excels	Of	all	the	different	PC	text	messaging	solutions	for
Android,	MightyText	is	the	easiest	to	use.	Install	it	on	your	Android,	sign	into	Gmail,	fire	up	the	webapp	and	you	are	ready	to	go.	The	app	hooks	you	with	the	"it	just	works"	charm	and	then	unloads	some	handy	extra	features	to	keep	you	happy.	The	big	seller	is	how	effortlessly	it	syncs	your	text	messages,	whether	you	are	connected	on	Wi-Fi	or	using	a
data	plan.	The	Power	View	makes	it	easy	to	carry	out	multiple	text	conversations	simultaneously.	Plus,	if	you	use	the	Chrome	extension,	it	will	give	you	pop-ups	when	you	are	in	your	Gmail	or	Facebook	tabs,	much	like	how	an	incoming	chat	message	looks	in	those	windows.	And	you	can	compose	new	messages	too.	The	Pro	version	($39.99/year	or
$4.99/month)	takes	it	up	a	notch	with	the	ability	to	schedule	messages	and	save	templates—both	useful	features	that	are	worth	the	money	if	you	text	a	lot.Where	It	Falls	Short	Search.	That's	the	biggie	missing	in	MightyText	and	there	doesn't	seem	to	be	a	good	explanation	why	you	can't	search	through	all	your	text	messages,	even	though	they	are
right	there.	It's	not	even	available	in	the	Pro	version.	The	preloaded	gallery	of	GIFs,	videos	and	more	is	limited,	doesn't	have	great	material,	and	there	doesn't	seem	to	be	a	way	to	add	your	own	to	it,	but	we're	not	too	broken	up	about	that.	MightyText	also	has	some	issues	with	MMS	on	Android	phones	that	aren't	using	the	stock	messaging	app,	so	if
you	are	using	a	text	messaging	replacement	for	Android,	you	may	have	to	switch	it	off	from	"default"	to	solve	the	problem	(at	least,	according	to	the	MightyText	FAQ).G/O	Media	may	get	a	commission	It's	been	a	while	since	we	last	looked	at	Android	text	messaging	replacements.	Our	previous…Read	moreThe	Competition	If	searching	through	your
text	messages	is	important	to	you,	then	AirDroid—which	is	a	complete	Android-to-PC	control	solution	(not	just	texting)—is	your	best	option.	One	of	the	main	features	of	remote	controlling	your	Android	through	the	Web	is	robust	text	messaging	support	as	it	indexes	all	your	messages	and	carries	out	quick	searches.	However,	MMS	support	on	AirDroid
is	weak	in	both	sending	and	receiving	files,	especially	if	you	are	messaging	to	a	non-Android	phone.	In	our	tests,	MMS	messages	sent	to	an	iPhone	and	a	BlackBerry	didn't	go	through	at	all,	and	the	BlackBerry's	MMS	didn't	come	through	either.Android:	We	mentioned	AirDroid	2's	public	beta	a	few	months	ago,	but	the	new	version	is	finally…Read
more	A	popular	second	option	is	DeskSMS,	but	there	doesn't	seem	to	be	much	reason	to	consider	it,	especially	considering	it	requires	an	annual	$5	subscription.	Both	MightyText	and	AirDroid	are	better	options,	but	it	does	have	one	thing	going	for	it:	integration	with	Google	Talk/Hangouts.	Plus,	it's	got	a	nifty	tablet	app	called	TabletSMS	that
basically	lets	you	handle	text	messages	on	an	Android	tablet.	And,	obviously,	one	of	the	best	alternatives	for	text	messaging	from	your	PC	is	to	use	Google	Voice.	However,	while	Google	Voice	can	do	a	lot	of	other	things—like	forward	calls,	integrate	with	Gmail	for	VOIP,	and	other	stuff	like	that—its	texting	features	are	pretty	mundane.	Google	Voice
doesn't	support	MMS	(except	on	Sprint),	its	texting	has	a	lot	of	weird	bugs	(like	splitting	up	messages	and	showing	them	out	of	order),	and	overall	just	isn't	that	special.	If	you	want	to	use	MightyText	but	still	get	the	other	features	of	Google	voice,	there	are	other	ways	to	get	those	features.Google	hasn’t	updated	Voice	in	ages.	Once	heralded	as	the
amazing	service	that	would	unify	our…Read	more	Lifehacker's	App	Directory	is	a	new	and	growing	directory	of	recommendations	for	the	best	applications	and	tools	in	a	number	of	given	categories.	After	a	number	of	delays,	Google	has	launched	the	public	beta	of	its	latest	mobile	operating	system,	Android	11.	The	new	operating	system	isn’t	the	most
comprehensive	update	to	Android	ever	—	but	it	still	brings	with	it	some	handy	new	features	that	will	be	useful	to	most	people.	From	updates	to	how	Android	handles	notifications,	to	tweaks	in	the	overall	user	interface,	all	the	changes	to	Android	11	look	promising.	But	how	do	they	translate	to	real-world	use?	I’ve	been	testing	a	beta	version	of	Android
11	on	a	Pixel	4	since	it	was	released.	Note	that	Android	11	is	only	just	entering	public	beta.	There	are	bugs	in	the	operating	system,	and	it’s	likely	that	more	features	will	be	added	before	a	full	consumer	launch	in	the	fall.	Despite	all	that,	I	have	a	good	idea	of	what	to	expect	from	the	final	version.	(More)	notification	changes	The	biggest	change	to
Android	11	is	the	way	your	phone	handles	notifications.	That’s	right,	Google	is	completely	changing	Android’s	notification	system	again.	But	that’s	not	a	bad	thing,	as	Google’s	tweaks	to	notifications	make	Android	notifications	better	than	how	they’re	handled	on	iOS.	In	Android	11,	notifications	are	grouped	into	more	intuitive	and	easy	to	manage
groups.	Notably,	messages	from	all	your	favorite	messaging	platforms	are	now	split	out	into	their	own	sections	at	the	top.	Not	only	that,	but	the	operating	system	goes	a	step	further	in	helping	you	manage	conversations.	You	can	mark	those	conversations	as	priority,	and	they’ll	have	their	own	dedicated	section	on	the	lock	screen.	Notifications	are	split
into	three	sections	—	conversations,	alerting	notifications,	and	silent	notifications.	The	conversations	section,	as	mentioned,	splits	up	conversations	from	any	supported	chat	app,	including	Android	Messages,	Facebook	Messenger,	WhatsApp,	and	so	on.	Messaging	is	a	little	easier	in	Android	11,	as	you	can	now	have	chat	bubbles	for	supported	apps.
You	don’t	have	to	open	an	app	every	time	you	want	to	reply	to	a	message.	It’s	basically	the	same	as	Facebook	Messenger’s	Chat	bubbles	system,	but	while	it	has	been	done	before,	it’s	nice	that	a	range	of	other	apps	will	be	able	to	do	something	similar.	It	helps	make	messaging	on	Android	feel	a	little	more	coherent	for	those	that	use	multiple	apps.	You
can	tweak	the	priority	of	chat	notifications,	too.	If	you	long-press	a	conversation,	you	can	choose	between	Priority,	Alerting,	and	Silent.	Alerting	works	exactly	like	other	notifications,	and	Silent	will	prevent	the	thread	from	alerting	you	—	though	you’ll	still	see	notifications	in	the	conversations	section.	Priority	shows	notifications	in	the	status	bar	and
on	the	lock	screen,	and	those	notifications	will	be	highlighted	with	coloring	around	them.	Media	playback	controls	in	the	notification	shade	have	moved,	too.	They’re	now	in	the	quick	settings	panel.	They	let	you	not	only	control	your	media	and	its	volume,	but	also	select	an	output	—	so	if	you’re	wearing	a	pair	of	headphones,	but	want	to	play	something
out	of	the	phone’s	speakers,	you	can	quickly	and	easily	do	so.	A	new	power	menu	The	power	button	in	Android	11	is	no	longer	just	for	turning	your	device	on	or	off.	You’ll	now	get	a	host	of	extra	controls	in	the	power	menu	for	accessing	tap-to-pay,	your	smart	home,	and	more.	Press	down	on	the	power	button	for	a	second,	and	the	power	menu	appears.
At	the	top,	you’ll	get	an	emergency	alert	button,	a	power	button,	and	a	restart	button.	Directly	under	that,	you	can	see	and	control	your	payment	methods	for	Google	Pay.	Under	that,	there	are	controls	for	favorite	Google	Home-enabled	devices.	You’ll	also	be	able	to	add	and	edit	the	controls	you	see	on	the	power	menu.	You	can	hold	down	on	those
controls	for	a	second	to	get	additional	access,	like	dimming	for	smart	bulbs,	temperature	control	for	thermostats,	and	so	on.	It’s	nice	to	see	Google	giving	users	more	control	over	smart	home	devices.	Slowly	but	surely,	the	company	seems	to	have	realized	that	while	voice	controls	are	great,	not	everyone	wants	to	use	them	all	the	time	—	or	at	all.	Apple
has	long	allowed	for	quick	and	easy	smart	home	control	in	the	Control	Center,	and	the	addition	of	home	controls	in	the	power	menu	is	a	great	answer	to	that.	Home	screen	and	multitasking	The	home	screen	in	Android	11	remains	nearly	untouched,	except	for	the	fact	that	you	can	now	replace	your	dock	with	a	row	of	Google-suggested	apps,	which
Google	recommends	based	on	artificial	intelligence.	I	enabled	the	feature	and	generally	found	that	Google	was	good	at	recommending	apps	—	but	there	were	certain	times	when	I	had	to	dig	into	the	app	drawer	to	find	apps	that	otherwise	would	have	been	in	the	dock.	A	few	new	controls	have	been	added	to	the	multitasking	screen.	When	you	enter
multitasking,	you’ll	notice	three	new	controls	under	the	apps	on	the	display.	The	first	is	a	screenshot	button	that	allows	you	to	take	a	quick	screenshot	of	the	selected	app.	Next	is	a	“select”	button	that	uses	artificial	intelligence	to	highlight	text	that	you	might	want	to	quickly	copy.	Last	but	not	least	is	a	share	button.	The	screenshot	feature	is	pretty
handy,	but	it’s	hard	to	imagine	using	the	other	controls	a	lot.	Permissions	Google	has	once	again	tweaked	permissions	in	Android	11,	but	not	as	much	as	in	previous	versions	of	Android.	Perhaps	the	biggest	change	is	that	you	can	now	“reset”	the	permissions	of	an	app	you	haven’t	used	in	a	while,	after	which	you’ll	be	asked	again	for	permissions	that
the	app	wants	to	request.	Google	has	also	added	Apple’s	“one-time	permission”	feature,	which	allows	you	to	grant	specific	permission	to	an	app	once,	and	once	only.	This	is	definitely	a	welcome	addition.	Conclusions	Android	11	generally	seems	to	offer	a	number	of	great	improvements	over	Android	10.	Honestly,	there	aren’t	any	tweaks	that	I	didn’t
like.	There	are	tweaks	that	I’m	not	sure	many	people	will	use,	but	the	new	version	of	Android	has	a	number	of	improvements	that	will	seriously	enhance	the	overall	experience.	Of	course,	it’s	important	to	note	that	it’s	currently	unclear	how	companies	like	Samsung	will	handle	these	tweaks.	While	using	a	beta	version	of	Android	on	a	Google	Pixel
phone	means	that	what	you	see	is	pretty	much	what	you’ll	get,	other	companies	change	the	overall	user	interface	of	Android,	and	that	may	make	for	a	different	experience.	Android	11	will	likely	be	released	to	consumers	sometime	in	August	or	September.	Editors'	Recommendations
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